Application No. 10/531,167 

Reply to Office Action dated January 1 1, 2006 

DISCUSSION OF THE AMENDMENT 

Claim 1 has been amended, and new Claim 26 added, as supported in the specification 
at page 10, lines 2-5. Claim 24 has been amended to, in effect, correct a typographical error, 
and is supported by original Claim 12. 

No new matter is believed to have been added by the above amendment. Claims 14- 
26 are now pending in the application. 
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Application No . 10/531,167 

Reply to Office Action dated January 1 1, 2006 

REMARKS 

The rejections of Claims 14-17 and 19-22 under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as anticipated by, 
and of Claims 18 and 23-25 under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as unpatentable over, U.S. 4,484,924 
(Pfeidereretal), are respectfully traversed. Pfeiderer et al discloses a process for producing 
unhaired, storable hides and skins, which process includes a short-term unhairing step, which 
is disclosed as permitting complete hair removal without appreciable dissolution of the 
keratin (column 3, lines 20-23). Pfeiderer et al discloses further that alkalinization can be 
carried out conventionally, for example by means of alkali and in the presence of hydrated 
lime (column 3, lines 15-17), and exemplifies hydrated lime present in an amount of 2% by 
weight in Example 1 (column 6, line 31). Pfeiderer et al neither discloses nor suggests using 
smaller amounts of lime. New Claim 26 is separately patentable, since Pfeiderer et al neither 
discloses nor suggests carrying out their process in the absence of lime. 

For all the above reasons, it is respectfiiUy requested that the above rejections be 
withdrawn. 

The rejection of Claims 24-25 under 35 U.S.C. § 1 12, second paragraph, is 
respectfixlly traversed. Indeed, the rejection is now moot in view of the above-discussed 
amendment. Accordingly, it is respectfiiUy requested that it be withdrawn. 
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Application No. 1 0/53 1 , 1 67 

Reply to Office Action dated January 11, 2006 

AH of the presently-pending and active claims in this application are now believed to 

be in inraiediate condition for allowance. Accordingly, the Examiner is respectfully 

requested to pass this application'^to issue. 



Respectfully submitted. 
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